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ENGLISH EDITION,

UMSCHAU

A weekly newspaper, bringing news shout the

Subseriptions at the rate of Tes. 1.50 permonth

Great European War and the events connected

ElefEls)

(inclnding postage) may be started at any time.
&ame must be prepaid and should be addressed to
the Publishers of * CMSCHAU", 20 Suriwongse

|
with it.

Road, Bangkok. Stamps are: accepted in payment.
. Bangkok, Suriwongse Road zo. Telephone 383.
No. 40. 1016. Thursday, March 16th.

Telegrams from General Headquarters.

IN THE WEST.

A full account of the battle at Verdunm.
splendid German Yictory,
Many villages and important lines of defenee
captared.
Fort Denaumont firmly in Geérman hands,
Germans scove fine suceess in Chumpagne.

Feb. 27,

There have been lively artillery and mine
engagements at seyeral places of the western
front. South-east of Ypres, a British attack has
been repulsed.

On the heights of the right bank of the
Meuse, the French, with fresh troops, tried five
‘imes to reconquer the armoured fort of Dou-
aument, but all their attacks failed. West of
this fortress, the Germans took Champneuville
and Cote-de-Talon and, in these engagements,
reached the proximity of the forest north-east
of Bras.

East of Donaumont, the Germans stormed
the extended fortifications of Hardoumont. In
the Woevre Plain, the German front advanced
towards the foot of the Cote-de-Lorraine, Ac-
cording to the last reports, the number of un-
w &d prisoners amounts to almost 15,000.

In Flanders, 2 German air squadron repeat-
ed the attacks agmn,st the enemy’s camps of
troops. In Metz, 8 civilians and 7 soldiers were
wounded or killed by bombs thrown by the
Enem)fs aviators, while several houses were

In the air—ﬂﬁﬁt, a French aeroplane was
brought down, while another one was shot down
by artillery fire within the limits of the fortress.

aviators among whom were two captains,

were made priscners.

Feb. 28,

The artillery engagements are exceedingly
violent at several places. On the front north of
Avras, there is an uninterrupted mine activity.
The Germans destroyed by mine explosions about
40 meters of the enemy’s position.

Tn the Champagne, the Germans, after an
efficient artillery preparation, began to attack
on both sides of the road from Somme-a-Py to
Souain. They conquered the Navarin farm and
the French position on both sides over a length
of about 1,600 meters. 26 officers and 1,009 men
were made prisoners, one mine-thrower and 9
machine-guns also being captured.

Tn the Verdun district, new masses of
troops, coneentrated by the enemy, exhausted
themselves in unsuccessful attempts to attack
the German position in and near the forts of
Donaumont and Hardoumont. The German
cleared the Meuse peninsula from the enemies,

The (termans advanced their lines further
in the direction of Vacherauville and Bras,
the Woevre Plain, the foot of the Cote-de-
Lorraine was reached from the east at several
places.

- . e, S Fab. 29,

Increasing artillery activity is reported from
many places of the front.

Bast of the Meuse the Germans stormed a
small armoured fortification northwest of the
village Douaumont ; all hostile counter-attacks
were repulsed. In the Woevre plain the Germans
have crossed the line Dieppe-Aboucourt-Bonzee.
We ajected the enemy from the woods northeast
of Wartonville and Haudiomont ; we stormed
Champlon and Manheulles.

e number of unwounded prisoners taken
up to last night amounted to 228 officers
and 16575 men; we captured 78
guns, 86 machine guns and innu-
merable war material of all kind.

Northeast of Badonviller we captured an
advanced part of the French position ; a number
of prisoners was taken. :
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Portugal, the new snsmy.

*

-+ One should not have thought it possible,
| after the fate which has befallen the three
| small members of the multifold Entente, that
¢ another small state should have been blind
- enough not to have grasped the lesson and he

willing to deliberately throw in her lot with the

enemies of Garmany.

That is, however, to-day

the self willed position of Portugal, once a proud
nation which has sunk from year to year to a

lower level.

Since the murder of King Carlos and the
Crownprince at the beginning of 1908 the coun-

has been torn asunder by internal

uarrels,

revolution followed upon revolution, sucking the

life blood out of the people.

At the beginning of the war in the early

days of August 191
~which were peacefully engaged in the different
seas were compelled, in order to avoid eapture,
to make for the nearest neutral port,
number of good
the, harbours of Portugal and of

German steamers

uite a
ety in

er colonies,

trusting to find there refuge and hospitality.
For 19 months of the war this hospitality has
been granted until recently the Porcuguese, like

common thieves, took

saession of the steamers

and thereby committed one of the grossest acts
of hestility against the friendly German nation.
In order to understand this aetion of Portugal
| one must bear In mind that this once proud
nation is noteriously bankruot and since many
years is nothing but a vassal of England whose

commands mu,

The - driving factor of this hostile and

outrageous act is, of

Great Britain.

Though all assertions to the contrary, emanating

from British newspaper sources, 'the

submarine war has exacted a heavy foll from

* the British merchant fleat
of fact that the want of sh
bringing over foodstuffs

5o much as & matter
ips accomodation for |
, ammunition and other

war material to England has become severely

felt, No wonder that the German shi
tuguese waters were looked on wit

in Por-
longing

eyes by the master pirates and that the peremp-
q tory order, issued at last in London, to seize the

ships was promptly obsyed by the dependent |

Portuguese. The impertinent challenge has been

answered by

war.

Germany with a declaration of

If we come to examine the resources of
\ Portugal we really need not bother much about

' the new enemy w
of the forces ran

has joined the combination
d against us, beginnin

her-

self with an unheard of theft the fight for hu-

manigy and civilisation. The Portuguese army
oubtedly the worst in all the world, leav- |

ig un

ing out of account some of the Central and |

South American Republics, both as regards!

numbers and discipline. The navy is not worth |
e to speak of ; gold is there none in the country.

: The only assefs of the state are the coloniesin |
the different parts of the world, some of which |
formed a great attraction to Great Britain, es-

ecially Lourenco-Marquess with its harbour
lagoa Bay representing the nsarest and natu-

ral seaport of Johanneshurg

and the Rand. We

* | shall not at all be surprised soon to hear that

—
this valuable property has been handed over to
Great Britain as a compensation for further

monetary aid.
4+

Lloyd George on German Militarism,
1014

The New York Times continues to harp on its fave-
rite string about German militarism and the necessity
of destroying it for the benefit of civilization—and, in-
cidentally, that English navalism may not he farther
embarrassed in control of the seas. [t takes lts cue from
Lioyd George and Sir Edward Grey, whose spokesman
it has heen for lo, these many vears. Turn back 1o the
Times' file and copsult the issue of Januvary 2, tol4.
There, under a London date of January tst, you will see
an interview with Lloyd George reprinted from the
London “Chronicle,” in which that famous stalesman
exonerated Germany of any wanton policy of aggression
and logically explained why Germany supports her
army in a fit condition.

“The German army,” he said, “was vital to the
very life and _independence of the nation itself, sur-
tounded as Germany was by nations, each of which
passessed armies almostas powerful as herown. Hence,
Germany was spending huge sums of money on the
expansion of her military resources.”

According to this eminent authority, then, Germany
was not building op a great military machine to threa-
ten the world, but as something “vital to the very life
and independence of the nation itself.” He dismissed
the idea of Germany threatening England as whally im-
probable, for he said: “That is why [ feel convinced
that, #ven if Germany ever had any idea of challenging
our supremacy at sea, the exigencies of the military
ls‘iiuit'm: must necessarily put it completely out of her

ead."

Six months hefare the war broke out the leading
statesman in the Asquith cabinet repudiated the thought
that Germany had militant designs on any country.
German militarism as an issue developed within an
incredibly short time in order to serve the sinister pur-
E:se for which it was created. The German Chancellor

s not stated the case better than Lloyd George.

—t——

The *Straits Times" gloomy aspect
of Great Britain’s future,

The leader of the “Straits Times' of 6th inst. is
somewhat interesting for us Germans as it deviates in a
remarkable manner from the usval course which as a rule
nearly always is devored to the meanest kind of slander
towards Germany and the ans. The said article
contains so many hard facts which are held in store for
Great Britain that I cannor help from making acquaint-

the readers of this paper with some of them. For
instance we read “that the need of men {5 urgent™
and that “it is the dreadful wastage of men through
death, wounds and sickness that imposes the necessi
to ask for more men.” Great Britain it is said has ai-
ready 3 million soldiers in the field what ap tly is
not sufficient yet, as more men are needed. e leader
goeson to say that the allied forces conld win and
conld foree back the Germans at any time but would
have “to accept dreadful losses in order to win
through before the terrible financial burden of the
war has broken down the credit and stability of even so
great a nation as our own.” Further “in order to avert
financial chaos we must be prepared to loss a million
men or more.” The writer is further convinced that
Russia and France have done all they could and that
the sole hope for success now rests with Great Britain,
as he says: "Russia has enough to do. France has
borne a temrible strain unflinchingly.” But can Great
Britain afford to put some mare recruite into the field as
she does at present without reducing the output of
munitions and without gravely endangering her trade?
That Germany is still capable of harassing Great Britain
is quite evident as the writer comes to the following
conclusion, viz:

)



